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This article examines the relationships of power, identity, and ideology in the
poems of Salman Harati (1959) in his two collections, "From the Green
Sky" (Az Aseman-e Sabz) and "A Door to the House of the Sun" (Dari be
Khaneh-ye Khorshid), with an emphasis on the theory of Norman Fairclough
(1941). This research, by analyzing Harati's poems at the three levels of
description, interpretation, and explanation, endeavors to investigate how
power structures in the global arena and the nascent ruling ideology in society
are reflected and critiqued. Salman Harati (1959) is considered one of the
foremost figures of the poetry of the Islamic Revolution. His poetry is
committed, sincere, and unpretentious. With very simple verses, Harati
presents invaluable human values and profound spiritual concepts, and his
poems are often social in nature.The findings indicate that Harati, employing
his poetic language, undertook to elucidate the social, cultural, and political
issues of his time. Through the presentation of specific images and symbols,
he critiqued inequalities and social harms. At the descriptive level, this
research analyzes the extent of Harati's influence on and from critical
discourse. By comparing the themes and linguistic methods of Harati's poems
with Fairclough's theory, this study articulates how language serves as an
irreplaceable tool for expressing dissatisfaction and seeking social justice,
reflecting the social and political discourses shaped within their specific
historical and cultural context.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT (OpenAl, 2025)

Introduction

Discourse analysis is an interdisciplinary field that has entered the social sciences, political
science, and literature in recent decades. It is rooted in interpretation, hermeneutics, linguistics,
and the critical literary movement. Critical discourse analysis emphasizes examining who uses
language, in what situation, and for what purpose. Theorists such as Brown, Yule, and
Fairclough have contributed to establishing discourse analysis theory. In Fairclough's approach,
texts are analyzed at three levels: description, interpretation, and explanation.Many literary
works reflect the personal, social, and political environment of their time. The life and social
circumstances of poets, consciously or unconsciously, influence their creations. A society's
progress or regression is shaped by its beauties and ugliness, agreements and conflicts, and the
prominence or marginalization of religion. Poets express either approval or criticism of the
existing situation in their works.

Salman Herati, a poet, pays attention to both meaning and thought as well as to alliteration
and imagery; in other words, imagery serves his poetic theme and thought. He portrays his
poetic themes and images within the social and human sphere. The themes of his poems include
concepts such as patriotism, waiting, war and struggle, epic, charity, martyrdom, nature,
resistance, Ashura, birthdays, and religiosity. The structural diversity of Herati's poems stems
from his unique poetic creativity. In his poetry, nature plays a significant role in creating
symbols, largely due to his birth and growth within nature. His poetry's depiction of nature
arises from his imagination and sensory perception.

Norman Fairclough's method is critical due to its attention to power relations in discourse
and its focus on ideology; compared to other analytical methods, it provides a better explanation
of the relationship between text and society. Kress's approach shows great interest in describing,
analyzing, and theorizing about semiotic media, especially visual media. Van Dijk attempts to
use the term "critical discourse studies" instead of "critical discourse analysis" to refer to critical
approaches to discourse. Fairclough, using this approach, explains how meaning and wording
relate within the linguistic structure of discourse. He clarifies how words and linguistic
combinations reflect ideology, power structures, and political relations, and how the discourse
producer, consciously or unconsciously, reveals their political and ideological tendencies and
beliefs in words and sentences. Political and social conditions have a two-way relationship with
the text; therefore, discourse is said to both shape the context and be shaped by contextual
factors.

Research Questions

A. What is critical discourse analysis, and how can it contribute to the analysis of Salman
Herati's poetry?

B. What are the characteristics of Norman Fairclough's approach in analyzing literary texts,
and how can it be applied to Herati's poetry?

C. Has Salman Herati been able to develop a deeper understanding of social and cultural
issues in his poems?

D. What are the cultural and social implications of using imagery in Herati's poetry?

Theoretical foundations of research
Critical Discourse Analysis is an interdisciplinary approach that emerged from the mid-1960s
in various fields such as linguistics, anthropology, sociology, and social sciences (Fairclough,
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2000: 7). Norman Fairclough, a prominent theorist in this field, defines discourse as a linguistic
action in relation to other parts of society, providing a platform for the emergence of social
concepts (Khosraviniak, 2018: 79). In this framework, the central concepts of power and
ideology play a fundamental role, but the focus is on the misuse of domination that leads to the
superiority of some groups over others. In this context, Van Dijk states, "Dominant power
compels subordinate groups to perform actions as if these actions were natural, normal, or
simply based on agreement and consensus" (Van Dijk, 2003: 113). Fairclough believes that
discourse has a reciprocal relationship with social structures and ideological processes, and
through its analysis, one can move from the level of description to the level of explanation.

Fairclough's three-dimensional model forms the main framework of this approach and
considers every instance of language use as a communicative event analyzed at three levels
(Fairclough, 2000: 98). The first level is "description," which examines the linguistic features
of the text, including lexical, syntactic, and semantic structures. The second level is
"interpretation,”" which analyzes how the text is understood by audiences, considering their
background knowledge, presuppositions, and beliefs. The third level is "explanation," which
examines the text's impact on social structures and how power relations and ideologies are
formed, established, or changed. Fairclough emphasizes that "there is a meaningful link
between the specific features of texts, the ways texts are connected and interpreted, and the
nature of social practice" (Fairclough, 2000: 98).

According to Fairclough, these three levels are interconnected within three main
dimensions: "text" (linguistic structure), "discursive practice" (the process of text production
and consumption in social and cultural context), and "social practice" (broader social structures,
institutions, and norms) (Fairclough, 2000: 97-98). In this view, language is not merely a
communicative tool but a social action that can reproduce or challenge domination, inequality,
and ideology. Fairclough's three-dimensional model, with its holistic approach, enables the
simultaneous analysis of linguistic features, discursive processes, and social structures, leading
to a deeper understanding of how power is reproduced or changed in society through language.

Methodology

This article analyzes two poetry collections, "From the Green Sky" and "A Door to the Sun,"
based on Norman Fairclough's critical discourse analysis approach. First, the general and
central topics of discussion are identified, then illustrative examples are selected from the two
respective poetry collections. The main work of the research is carried out using a descriptive-
analytical method based on these examples.

Results
Norman Fairclough's theory, due to its comprehensive capacity to examine discourse at both
micro and macro levels, possesses the necessary comprehensiveness for understanding and
analyzing poetic images. In other words, in light of this theory, poetic images can be
simultaneously analyzed and examined from both rhetorical and social perspectives. A critical
discourse analysis of Salman Herati's poems in the two collections "From the Green Sky" and
"A Door to the Sun," using Norman Fairclough's theory, reveals the linguistic depth and
complexity of this poet in conveying social and cultural concepts. By employing specific
vocabulary and imagery, Herati not only depicts his personal feelings and experiences but also
critiques and examines social, political, and environmental issues.

According to Fairclough's approach, it can be understood that language in Herati's poetry
serves as a tool for shaping ideologies and power relations. His linguistic choices, including
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metaphors and images, allow the reader to delve into the depth of the meanings hidden within
the text and, through that, to analyze the prevailing social and cultural structures.

In general, this analysis showed that Herati's poetry is not only a work of art but also a
dynamic and critical discourse that leads to a deeper understanding of human and social
conditions and serves the social life of the people in society. At the levels of description and
interpretation, his poetic images possess innovative and rare creativity. At the level of
explanation, the approach of his poems indicates that behind his poetry, rich with imagery, he
holds a critical approach to social affairs and, at times, political matters. Religion, faith, the
Sacred Defense, the front, the martyr, and martyrdom have a very high frequency in his poems.
In the situational context, the occurrence of the Islamic Revolution and the outbreak of the
imposed war caused Herati to express what was on his mind and in his thoughts without
ambiguity or hesitation. In the examination of intertextuality, his poetry is influenced by
Quranic and religious teachings, and he positions himself in opposition to imperialism,
America, and the capitalist system. Therefore, his poems remain a focal point of attention for
researchers and literature enthusiasts and possess the capacity to inspire future generations.
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