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Hasan Sharaf Al-Murtada, the contemporary Yemeni poet, in the qasida "The
Dream of Return," which expresses the sentiments of a displaced Palestinian,
narrates the pain and suffering of Palestinians in exile and their hope to return
to their homeland. The title of the qasida, which is imbued with longing and
hope for return on the one hand, and filled with the sorrow of separation from
the homeland on the other, points to the active presence of the story of Prophet
Yusuf, who symbolizes the pain and suffering of Palestinians far from their
homeland and their hope to return. Since Surah Yusuf represents the struggle
between truth and falsehood, self-serving interests versus public and
humanitarian concerns, and serves as a real example of how to treat the
oppressed and innocent who may be condemned and imprisoned by
conspiracy, it has become a valuable source of inspiration for the poet. By
manipulating the events and main statements of the story of Prophet Yusuf
(PBUH), the poet has created new themes and images that embody and
reinforce the thoughts and emotions he intends to convey to the audience. The
author, through a descriptive-analytical method, has examined and
highlighted the presence of concepts, themes, and certain expressions from
Surah Yusuf that have inspired the poet in the creation of themes and imagery.
This research demonstrates the depth of the poet's engagement with religious
heritage, based on the assumption that the poet has actively interacted with
this heritage and has successfully employed it in the poetic structure of the
qasida.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT (OpenAl, 2025)

Introduction

Qur'anic stories have always been regarded as the richest source of inspiration for Muslim poets
and writers, and this religious heritage holds a special place in their literary works.
Contemporary poets, drawing inspiration from this rich legacy, reinterpret ancient messages
and connect them with the concerns of modern humanity to encourage the audience to reflect
and engage more deeply with the text (Al-Sha'ar Anwar Mahmoud, 2013: 46). Among these,
the story of Prophet Yusuf (AS), due to its human, moral, social, and political dimensions, has
found a special place in contemporary Arab literature. According to Muhammad Fu'ad al-Sultan
(2010: 3), "The summoning of historical and religious figures in contemporary Arab literature
is an attempt to reinterpret the current reality of Arab countries, so that by comparing the past
and the present, inspiration may be drawn from past experiences to solve present problems."
This story, with its themes such as the oppression of the innocent and the hope for deliverance,
has inspired Palestinian poets to highlight the injustices inflicted upon their people (Al-Sha'ar
Anwar Mahmoud, 2013: 46). Hasan al-Murtada, a prominent Yemeni poet, in his ode "Hulm
al-'Awda yaquddu qamis al-ghiyab" (The Dream of Return Tears the Shirt of Absence), has
artistically employed the concepts and expressions of Surah Yusuf to depict the tragedy of the
Palestinian people. In the title of the ode, he uses key terms from this Surah: "Hulm" (dream),
which refers to the verse "They said, '[These are] confused dreams™ (Quran 12:44), and also
"yaquddu" (he tears) and "qamis" (shirt), derived from the verse "And she tore his shirt from
the back" (Quran 12:25). Mustafa Ibrahim (1989, 2: 718) defines "qadd" as "splitting and
tearing lengthwise." By creatively engaging with the main events of the story and empathizing
with the character of Yusuf, the poet transforms him into a symbol of the oppressed Palestinian
who laments the plots woven against him by his own Arab brothers. This ode, which has not
been studied independently before, stands as a significant example of the poet's creative
interaction with the religious-Qur'anic heritage in reflecting contemporary political and
identity-related realities.

Research Questions
Main Research Question

How are the narrative, pictorial, and symbolic elements of Surah Yusuf reinterpreted in the
ode "Hulm al-'Awda yaquddu qamis al-ghiyab" (The Dream of Return Tears the Shirt of
Absence), and what role do they play in elucidating the identity, historicity, and discourse of
Palestinian resistance?
Sub-questions of the Research

A. How does the poet recreate the key components of the story of Yusuf (the dream,
the shirt, absence, the well, affliction, and deliverance) within the structure of his
poetry?

B.  What is the relationship between the symbol of the "shirt of absence" (qamis al-
ghiyab) and the "shirt of Yusuf" (qamis Yusuf), and how does this connection add
semantic depth to the representation of the Palestinian exile?

C.  How does the application of Qur'anic verses, images, and patterns in the ode elevate
the Palestinian experience from the level of historical narrative to the level of a
sacred and identity-defining narrative?
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D.  What is the relationship between the poet's reinterpretation of the story of Yusuf
and the discourse of resistance and the articulation of Palestinian social and political
issues?

E.  How does the poet, through the use of Qur'anic intertextuality, elevate the concept
of return (al-'awda) from a political hope to a mythico-sacred construct?

Theoretical foundations of research

The present study, through the creative utilization of the narrative, linguistic, and symbolic
elements of Surah Yusuf and by employing Qur'anic intertextuality, has succeeded in
reproducing the experience of Palestinian displacement and regional and international
conspiracies within a religious, historical, and artistic framework, transforming the character of
Yusuf into a symbol of Palestinian oppression and legitimate resistance. This ode stands as a
successful example of the interaction of Yemeni poets with the Qur'anic heritage and the
expressive capacity of Surah Yusuf in reflecting the political and identity-related realities of the
contemporary Islamic world. Accordingly, the research findings demonstrate that the ode
"Hulm al-'Awda yaquddu gamis al-ghiyab" by Hasan al-Murtada is a prominent example of the
creative utilization of Surah Yusuf within the framework of Yemeni resistance poetry. Relying
on techniques of Qur'anic intertextuality, the poet has employed a collection of words, concepts,
images, and propositions from the story of Prophet Yusuf (AS) to represent the tragedy of
Palestine and the displacement of its people.

Methodology

This research employs a descriptive-analytical method and utilizes library sources to examine
the presence of Surah Yusuf (AS) in the ode Hilm al-Awda by Hasan al-Murtada. In this regard,
the verses and concepts used by the poet are first identified. Subsequently, the manner in which
the poet employs and creatively adapts their concepts is analyzed. Finally, the literary
techniques employed by the poet and the extent of his success in forging a connection between
the Qur'anic text and contemporary realities are evaluated.

Results
The results of the analysis can be presented along several main axes:

Very High Frequency of Yusufian Concepts and Structural Link with the Qur'anic
Story: The poet has not only used key vocabulary and phrases from Surah Yusuf, such as
"Qadda al-gamis" (he tore the shirt), "al-bi't" (the well), "thamanin bakhsin" (a paltry price),
"algawhu" (they cast him), "Kan'an" (Canaan), and "al-ahlam" (the dreams), but has also paid
attention to the narrative structure of the Surah. Similar to the Qur'anic narrative, by creating a
tension between "hope," "the well," "sale," "betrayal," and "the hope of return," he places the
reader on a parallel trajectory with the ups and downs of the story of Yusuf.

Recreation of Yusuf as a Symbol of the Oppressed and Steadfast Palestinian: The
results show that by transforming the character of Yusuf into a symbol of the "displaced
Palestinian cast into the well of exile," the poet has succeeded in constructing a very powerful
semantic charge. Thus, the Palestinian here is Yusuf, and the well takes on new meaning by
becoming betrayal, conspiracy, imprisonment, and the straits of a harsh life. Yusuf in this ode
is not merely a historical figure; rather, he is the "Yusuf of today"—the Palestinian who has
been sold and exiled by Arab brothers, Western powers, and Zionists, yet remains alive,
resistant, and hopeful.
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Critical Function of Intertextuality: Representing Regional and Global Betrayals: By
borrowing Qur'anic phrases, the poet has articulated his critique of the betrayal by certain Arab
states and Western colonial policies more sharply and effectively. Examples include:

e Comparing the "Balfour Declaration" to Zulaykha's "tearing of the shirt."

e Using the word "ulgiya" (was cast) to refer to casting Palestinians into the well of
displacement.

e Employing the concept of "thamanin bakhsin" (a paltry price) to express the
shameful transaction over Palestine.

These linguistic adaptations demonstrate that the poet has used the Qur'anic heritage as a
tool to legitimize and strengthen the message of resistance.

The Poet's Success in Creative Imagery and Forging an Organic Link Between
Qur'anic Canaan and Contemporary Palestine: By positioning "Canaan" as the original
homeland and "Palestine" as the contemporary reality, the poet creates a form of historical and
identity continuity. The simile of Canaan as a "Mu'allaga ode" is a novel and artistic image
indicating that Palestine, like a poem hung on the curtains of the Palestinian heart, is always
alive and pulsating. This emotional coherence is one of the most successful manifestations of
intertextuality in this ode.

Judicious Artistic Adaptations of Qur'anic Concepts and Their Role in Enhancing
the Poem's Emotional Impact: Through conscious substitutions, such as using "Bi't" (well)
instead of "Jubb" (cistern/well), or transforming hope into the "corpse of dreams," the poet has
been able to create a tangible and painful image of the situation in Palestinian refugee camps.
These adaptations are not a falsification of meaning but an artistic recreation within the
framework of resistance poetry, possessing a very high emotional and symbolic function.

Deepening the Message of Resistance through the Concept of "Hulm al-'Awda" (The
Dream of Return): The results indicate that the ode's title is precisely aligned with the
profound concepts of Surah Yusuf:

e "Hulm" (dream) signifying a distant but possible vision.
e "Yaquddu gamis al-ghiyab" (tearing the shirt of absence), meaning to rend the veils
of distance.

The poet presents the dream of return not as a political slogan, but as a near reality that
must, like Yusuf, surpass the era of the well and exile.

Representation of a Dynamic Structure of Hope; A Link with the Central Message of
Surah Yusuf: At the end of the ode, just like at the conclusion of Yusuf's story in the Qur'an,
the dominant discourse is one of "hope-inspiring." Despite the bitterness of displacement, the
poet sees the dream of return as achievable. Relying on the Qur'anic message " ¢35 (! PRV
("Despair not of the Mercy of Allah"), he aligns the path to Palestine's liberation with the
trajectory of Yusuf's deliverance.
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