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Understanding resistance depends on the correct examination of the concept
and nature of resistance, and until the nature of resistance is clarified, the
distinguishing feature of resistance from other concepts and objective
instances that have common aspects with resistance will not be clear and
distinct, concepts such as patience, natural and involuntary resistance, the
monopoly of the concept of resistance in jihad, and teleology of resistance
that have common features with the concept of resistance, but it must be
clarified whether resistance is generally synonymous with these concepts or
whether resistance has differences and differences with these concepts that
need to be examined. This research aims to examine the concept and nature
of resistance, explain the semantic realm of resistance and examine its
differences from other concepts. This research, relying on conceptualism in a
descriptive-analytical and library method, has examined the nature of
resistance and its distinct and different dimensions and characteristics from
other concepts. The findings show that resistance, unlike concepts such as
patience, has a practical emergence and manifestation; if resistance is carried
out voluntarily and consciously, it deserves praise and blame (moral goodness
and ugliness); Praiseworthy resistance is conscious and intelligent resistance
that is conscious and purposeful and is based on preserving and strengthening
capabilities. This resistance is also merely a tool for preserving interests and
achieving goals.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT (OpenAl, 2025)

Introduction

Examining the nature and concept of resistance helps us better understand this category and
clarifies the distinction between the concept of resistance and other concepts that are, in some
way, considered synonymous with resistance in meaning or in conventional usage. The
conceptualization of resistance and the study of its scope of truth and domain of instances
clarifies for us the distinguishing features of the concept of resistance from concepts such as
patience (Sabr), which is somewhat similar to resistance in terms of standing firm against
hardship. Furthermore, redefining the concept of resistance and delimiting its scope of truth
specifies and determines for us the concept of natural and involuntary human steadfastness.
Understanding the nature of resistance acquaints us with its essential properties and accidents,
clarifying whether the reality of resistance is a natural, non-voluntary, and involuntary reaction,
or whether resistance is a broader reality encompassing voluntary reaction as well. In addition,
understanding resistance clarifies for us its points of distinction from a concept like Jihad, given
that in conventional usage, resistance is sometimes considered synonymous with the concept
of Jihad and war. Also, in the conceptual examination of conscious and voluntary resistance,
we become familiar with the characteristics of voluntary and conscious resistance, such as its
praiseworthiness or blameworthiness, so that we can avoid error in the realm of practice and
have good and correct resistance that leads us to our desired outcomes and goals.

The distinguishing feature of this article from other research is that the present study, by
examining the concept and nature of resistance and investigating its points of distinction from
concepts like patience (Sabr) and Jihad, as well as by dividing resistance into praiseworthy and
blameworthy, examines the characteristics of good and bad resistance and explains what
constitutes good and intelligent resistance. In other research conducted in the field of resistance,
the essence of resistance—whether it is a voluntary matter or whether resistance can be
described as praiseworthy or blameworthy—has not been investigated. Rather, by examining
the concept of resistance, they have mostly addressed its various political and social functions,
and other concepts such as patience (Sabr), which have semantic overlap with resistance, have
been examined.

Research Questions
The issues and questions that this research examines and analyzes are:
A. What is the meaning of resistance, and what concepts does its semantic realm include?
B. What distinguishing features does resistance have from its synonymous concepts?
C. Regarding moral goodness and ugliness, what are the limits and characteristics of
voluntary resistance?

Theoretical foundations of research

The present study, aiming at the conceptualization of "resistance" (Mugawama) and
determining its semantic domain, bases its theoretical framework on the etymological and
semantic analysis of this term in lexical sources, religious texts (the Quran and narrations), and
conventional usage. Utilizing the semantics of the root "q-w-m" in Arabic, which implies
"practical action and rising to undertake a task," this framework defines resistance as a self-
aware, psychological state accompanied by will and determination, manifesting in actual and
practical action. Accordingly, resistance is distinguished from the concept of patience (Sabr),
which merely denotes endurance and self-restraint; because resistance, in addition to endurance,
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requires practical action to confront the adversary and change difficult circumstances.
Furthermore, this framework, citing Quranic verses (such as Al-Inshiqaq: 6, Al-Balad: 4, An-
Najm: 39-40) and the interpretations of thinkers like Allameh Tabatabai, considers human
natural life to be accompanied by hardship and toil, and explains resistance as humanity's
conscious action against these hardships to achieve individual and collective goals.

In this theoretical framework, based on the criterion of "awareness and free will,"
resistance is divided into two types: "natural and existential" (shared between humans and other
beings) and "voluntary and conscious" (specific to humans). Due to its basis in cognition, will,
and choice, voluntary resistance is subject to moral qualification of good and evil and is
deserving of praise or blame. This type of resistance can itself be divided into "individual" and
"collective" based on the scope of the agent. The most significant theoretical innovation of this
research is the division of voluntary resistance into "good resistance" and "bad resistance" based
on the criterion of "justice and moderation"; meaning that resistance is praiseworthy and
intelligent when it is employed in its correct position and context, free from excess and
negligence. Additionally, by presenting the theory of "resistance as an instrument," the research
introduces it not as an end in itself, but as a means to preserve internal capabilities (such as
independence and self-reliance) and external capabilities (such as interaction with allies) and to
achieve sublime goals. In this view, any reaction (whether defensive, offensive, or interactive)
that leads to the strengthening of capabilities is an instance of intelligent resistance. Conversely,
a reaction that weakens capabilities and distances one from goals is considered blameworthy
and unintelligent resistance

Methodology

This research, relying on the semantics and conceptual examination of "resistance"
(Mugawama) through etymological sources, religious texts, and conventional usages, has
employed a descriptive-analytical and library-based method. It has investigated the nature of
resistance and its distinct dimensions and characteristics, differentiating it from other concepts
that may share certain semantic aspects with the concept of resistance.

Results

The findings obtained from the conceptual examination of "resistance" (Mugawama), based on
etymological sources, religious texts, and a comparison of this concept with other related
concepts, are as follows:

A. Linguistically and in common usage, resistance means standing firm and
confronting an adversary. It is broader than the concept of war and includes non-
war contexts as well.

B. Resistance is manifested in actual and practical action, and in this regard, it is
distinct from the concept of patience (Sabr).

C. Ifresistance is based on free will, choice, and awareness, it is deserving of praise or
blame and is characterized as good or evil. Thus, it is distinct from involuntary or
existential resistance, which is not subject to moral qualification.

D. Resistance is not a goal in itself, but rather a tool and means to protect predefined
interests and goals. This excludes the notion where resistance is considered a goal
in itself.

E. Good and praiseworthy resistance is that which is conscious, purposeful, and serves
as an instrument to preserve and strengthen internal and external capabilities in order
to achieve objectives.
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Accordingly, resistance, meaning standing firm and confronting an adversary, must be a
matter of choice, conscious, purposeful, and manifest in practical action. Because it is a
voluntary act based on choice and awareness, it is subject to praise or blame. Resistance is
praiseworthy and intelligent when its criterion is steadfastness and the preservation of
determined goals and interests. In such resistance, it acts as an instrument for preserving
capabilities and achieving the goal. Therefore, the moral value of resistance depends on its role
in preserving goals and strengthening interests. Should resistance harm the preservation and
strengthening of these goals, it would be considered blameworthy.
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