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Abstract

The determination of Imam al-Husayn (peace be upon him) and his self-sacrifice against
oppression inspired poets to praise his virtues and courage They saw him as a symbol of
steadfastness and a beacon of hope for seekers of truth and justice Poets highlighted this
historicalinjustice through various expressive forms, with binary oppositions serving as a
stylistic device rooted in thought and emotion, encouraging deeper reader engagement
Thus, the poem “Wajh al-Sabah” by Ja‘far al-HillT was selected for a descriptive-analytical
study, using comprehensive inductive analysis of its verses to identify opposing binaries
and their doctrinal and aesthetic roles This research addresses a prominent phenomenon
in modern literary criticism and the importance of Hussaini poetry Findings show that binary
oppositions strongly permeate “Wajh al-Sabah”, where the poet condenses meanings and
conflicting emotions The night-morning binary conveys anxiety and insomnia, depicting
intellectual unrest The Ahl al-Bayt-Banu Umayya opposition subtly reveals the contrast
between al-Husayn'’s legitimacy and his enemies’ tyranny The fear-courage binary creates
rhetorical images showing al-Husayn'’s firm resolve, culminating in ‘Abbas’s (peace be upon
him) battle scene, contrasting his smiling face with defeated foes The sorrow-pain binary
dramatizes ‘Abbas’s killing, blending al-Husayn’s tears and estrangement with enemies’
gloating and captivity of tents and women



Keywords: New criticism, antithetical dualities, Husseini poetry, Ja‘far al-Hilli
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