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Iraqi resistance literature has consistently maintained a dynamic interaction
with the religious heritage and historical events of Shia Islam. Following the
assassination of the martyr Commander Qasem Soleimani, a body of poetry
emerged that went beyond mere elegy, seeking to bestow a mythical
significance upon this event. The present study aims to explore the connection
between a contemporary political event and grand religious narratives through
a transtextual analysis of the poem "Hina Jadat Asabi‘an Qasimiyyah" by
Murtada al-Tamimi, based on Gérard Genette's theory. The central research
question is: how has the poet, by employing "hypertextual" and "paratextual”
relations, semantically fixed floating signifiers such as "hand" and "airport"
within a new structure? Adopting a descriptive-analytical method, the
findings reveal that the poet utilized the mechanism of "serious
transformation" to create his hypertext, whereby the narrative of the severing
of al-'Abbas's (AS) hand is transposed into the present text, and the figure of
the martyr Soleimani is represented as an extension of that archetype.
Furthermore, the results indicate that paratextual elements such as the
dedication have guided the reader's interpretation toward a trans-historical
reading. Through the central motif of the "hand," the poet has linked linear
time to the mythical time of ‘Ashiira’, thereby constructing a discourse
grounded in the ideology of resistance and the triumph of the righteous front.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT (OpenAl, 2025)

Introduction

Resistance literature, particularly in recent decades, has transcended being merely a political or
nationalistic reaction and has forged an unbreakable bond with religious heritage and grand Shii
narratives. In the cultural ecosystem of resistance, the Ashura event is not a historical
occurrence confined to the year 61 AH; rather, it functions as a hypertext, a repeatable paradigm
that resistance poets rely upon to imbue the act of standing for truth against global tyranny with
meaning. Resistance poetry in Iraq, by utilizing this potential and suspending linear time, has
established an existential connection between the martyrs of Karbala and the martyrs of the
resistance fronts, thereby bestowing legitimacy and sanctity upon its modern subjects. Through
this process, poets in the realm of resistance, while reproducing Ashura concepts in their poems,
have been diligent in cultivating and propagating the ideology of resistance. The martyrdom of
Commander Qassem Soleimani and Abu Mahdi al-Muhandis at Baghdad Airport marked a
turning point in the resistance literature of the region. Due to its specific semiotic features—
such as the severed hand, the mutilation of the bodies, and the event's occurrence in the land of
Irag—this incident possessed a high potential for assimilation with Ashura narratives,
particularly the martyrdom of Hazrat Abolfazl al-Abbas (AS). Mortadha al-Tamimi is among
the resistance poets of Iraq who composed a poetry collection titled "Kana yadri... Kulluh
khayr" (He Knew... It's All Good) in elegy for Martyr Qassem Soleimani. In his ode "Hina jadat
asabi'an Qasemiyya", transcending mere emotional lamentation, he endeavors to present a
mythical narrative of this martyrdom by summoning historical and religious elements. By
employing floating signifiers such as the words "hand" and "airport," al-Tamimi has forged a
bridge from hypotexts to hypertexts, making a significant effort to convey and propagate the
ideology of resistance. A profound understanding of how this semantic transfer occurs and the
complex structure of the relationship between the present text—al-Tamimi's poem—and the
absent text—the Ashura narrative—requires a tool more effective than traditional criticism.
Gérard Genette's theory of "transtextuality," especially the concept of "hypertextuality,"
provides a suitable framework for analyzing this process. Gérard Genette has demonstrated how
a new text can be created through the transformation and modification of a preceding text in
the form of a literary work.

Research Questions
Based The present study seeks to answer the following questions:

A. Based on Gérard Genette's theory of transtextuality, what type of "hypertextual"
relationship does the ode "Hina jadat asabi'an Qasemiyya" establish with the historical
narrative of the Karbala event?

B. How has the poet reproduced the hypotexts within the hypertext by employing the
transformation and assimilation of characters?

C. What function do the paratextual elements, such as the title and the dedication, serve in
directing meaning and guiding the audience's reading?

Theoretical foundations of research

Gérard Genette's Theory of Transtextuality

In modern literary criticism, a text is not viewed as a self-sufficient and independent
phenomenon; rather, it acquires meaning within a network of relationships with previous and
contemporary texts. Gérard Genette, by introducing the concept of "transtextuality," provided
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a systematic framework for analyzing these relationships. He defines transtextuality as "all that
sets the text in a relationship, whether obvious or concealed, with other texts" (Genette, 1997:
1). This theory elevates the study of textual relations beyond the mere identification of sources
and similarities to the level of structural analysis (Namvar Motlagh, 2011: 85). To classify these
relationships, Genette introduces five distinct types.

Typology of Transtextual Relations

Intertextuality: The co-presence of two or more texts within one another, which manifests in
three forms: quotation (explicit), plagiarism (secret), and allusion (implied) (Genette, 1997: 1).
Paratextuality: The elements surrounding the main text, such as the title, author's name,
dedication, and preface, which act as a "threshold" and guide the audience's reading (Ibid: 1).
Metatextuality: The relationship in which one text comments on, critiques, or evaluates another
text, without necessarily explicitly citing it (Genette, 1997: 4). Architextuality: The abstract
link between a work and its broader literary classification (such as genre), which determines
the audience's horizon of expectations. Hypertextuality: The most central type in this study,
referring to a relationship where a "hypertext" (the new text) emerges from a "hypotext" (the
older text) not through commentary, but through transformation or imitation (Genette, 1997:
5).

Hypertextuality and Mechanisms of Meaning Reproduction

Hypertextuality has two main mechanisms:

Imitation: An attempt to imitate the style or discursive pattern of the hypotext without
repeating its exact story. Transformation: Altering the content of the hypotext, usually
accompanied by transposing the story from one time and place to another (Allen, 2000: 108).
In resistance poetry, transformation holds particular significance; by earnestly transposing
ancient narratives (like Ashura) into a contemporary context while preserving the semantic
core, the poet eliminates historical distances. This process is termed "repetition without return,"
wherein the audience experiences the pleasure of recognizing both similarities and differences
simultaneously (Hutcheon, 2006: 7). In Arabic literature, this phenomenon is known as "literary
intertextuality" or "interactive intertextuality," where the contemporary poet, by employing it,
does not passively repeat the absent text of religious heritage but rather appropriates it,
bestowing legitimacy upon their own work through the authority of the sacred text (Miftah,
1992: 125). In resistance poetry, this process is not merely a linguistic game but an ideological
endeavor to synchronize history and establish an ontological bond between today's martyr and
the martyr of Karbala.

Methodology

This study, in terms of its objective, is descriptive-analytical in nature and, by focusing on the
verses of the ode "Hina jadat asabi'an Qasemiyya" and the passage "Hinama baka al-Iraq," has
examined the concepts and content of the work based on the theoretical framework of Gérard
Genette. The analyses were conducted using extracted textual evidence and were categorized
and carried out across three axes: paratextuality, intertextuality, and hypertextuality.
Furthermore, by comparing hypotexts related to the narratives of the Ashura event with the
hypertexts present in the mentioned poem, the manner of meaning transfer and transformation
has been analyzed.
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Results

Results of Comparing the Processes Presented in the Function of Hypertextuality in the Poetry
of Mortadha al-Tamimi, Demonstrating Their Significant Impact on the Transmission of
Cognitive Concepts in the Realm of Gnostic-Epic Ashura Teachings and the Culture of
Resistance, are as Follows:

Analysis of the data from this research showed that the poet employed the technique of
pragmatic transformation, altering the function of the hypotext, which in the literary tradition
was predominantly based on lamentation. This transformation is such that the narrative of
martyrdom in his poetry evolves from a tragic elegy into an epic manifesto, aimed at
galvanizing the spirit of struggle against the occupiers. Furthermore, the findings indicate that
through the "assimilation of characters," al-Tamimi maps the distinguishing traits of the
companions of Ashura, such as the loyalty of Habib ibn Mazahir, onto contemporary fighters.
Through this substitution, he redefines the identity of today's combatants not merely as ordinary
soldiers, but as the existential extension of the Imam's companions within the context of sacred
history.

By preserving the "key vocabulary" of the hypotext—such as "thirst" ('Atash) and "tent"
(Khayma)—and rearranging them within a new structure, the poet transcends their historical
connotations, interpreting "thirst" as a yearning for freedom and the "tent" as a bastion of
resistance, thereby forging an unbreakable linguistic bond between past and present.
Additionally, the examination of "paratexts" revealed that by choosing explicit titles that refer
to the events of Karbala, the poet establishes a hypertextual covenant at the poem's outset. This
device compels the audience's mind to decode and interpret all contemporary war events
exclusively through the ideological lens of the Ashura uprising.

Utilizing the technique of expansion, al-Tamimi adds the details and instruments of
modern warfare to the skeletal framework of the Ashura narrative, demonstrating that the
structure of that historical event possesses the capacity to accommodate new variables. In this
way, he interweaves the abstract concepts of sacrifice with the concrete instances of today's
asymmetrical warfare. On the other hand, by applying transformation, al-Tamimi alters the time
and place of the Ashura narrative's occurrence. By substituting the battlefields of contemporary
resistance for the scene of the Karbala battle, while preserving the semantic core of the uprising,
he erases historical distances so that his audience may perpetuously resist and confront
oppression alongside the ideals of Ashura. The analysis of hypertextual relations indicated that
the process of reproduction in these poems has led to a revaluation; the poet, by interweaving
the fabric of today's political events with the religious narrative of the past, elevates the nature
of the conflict from a terrestrial and political strife to an ideological, celestial, and sacred jihadi
struggle.
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