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Security is one of the fundamental functions of governance systems; however,
within the framework of Islamic good governance, security is not limited to
military or coercive dimensions. Rather, it is understood as a
multidimensional, structural, and endogenous phenomenon closely linked to
justice, ethical governance, institutional efficiency, and public participation.
This study aims to examine the role of Islamic good governance in ensuring
sustainable domestic and foreign security by analyzing the relationship
between governance quality, social justice, popular participation, and political
stability. The research adopts a descriptive—analytical approach and relies on
library-based data. It draws upon fundamental Islamic sources, including the
Holy Qur’an and Nahj al-Balagha, as well as the works of prominent Islamic
political thinkers. In addition, a comparative analysis is conducted between
Islamic governance principles and contemporary security theories, such as
realism, liberalism, constructivism, the Copenhagen School, and human
security.The findings indicate that, in Islamic thought, sustainable security is
primarily the result of just governance, institutional integrity, structural anti-
corruption mechanisms, social trust, and ethical political leadership. Domestic
security is achieved through social justice, economic welfare, cultural and
cognitive security, and active public participation rather than through coercive
measures. Moreover, foreign security in the Islamic model is based on
political and economic independence, ethical deterrence, moral diplomacy,
commitment to agreements, and strong internal cohesion.The comparative
analysis reveals that although modern security theories have increasingly
emphasized non-military dimensions, Islamic governance has historically
conceptualized security as a human-centered, justice-oriented, and value-
based phenomenon. The study concludes that Islamic good governance
provides a comprehensive and adaptable framework for formulating effective
domestic and foreign security strategies capable of addressing complex and
hybrid threats in the contemporary international environment.
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Introduction

In the contemporary literature of political science and security studies, the link between
"governance," "political legitimacy," and "the production of sustainable security" has been
emphasized as one of the most fundamental components of social stability. Researchers in this
field believe that "sustainable security is not merely a product of hard power, but a direct result
of the quality of governance, institutional trust, and the effectiveness of the power structure"
(Fukuyama, 2013: 91). From this perspective, states that possess institutional justice, political
accountability, and social participation have a greater capacity to manage complex and non-
traditional threats. In this regard, Buzan also considers security a "structural and multi-level"
phenomenon that is formed in connection with internal legitimacy and social cohesion (Buzan,
1991: 21). In the Islamic tradition, too, the concept of security has been formulated from the
outset within the framework of "just order," "righteousness of rulers," and "public trust," in
such a way that security is seen not as the consequence of mere authority, but as the natural
outcome of righteous governance and power's ethical commitment to justice. Accordingly, the
study of security within the context of Islamic governance requires the simultaneous analysis
of the institutional, ethical, social, and identity dimensions of power—an objective this research
seeks to systematically elucidate. Security is one of the most fundamental needs of human
societies and a primary function of the state in all political schools of thought. However, the
transformations in the security environment in recent decades—ranging from the proliferation
of economic and social threats to cognitive warfare, intelligence operations, crises of social
capital, and hybrid threats—have demonstrated that defining security as the "absence of military
threat" is neither comprehensive nor adequate. In this context, the Islamic model of desirable
governance understands security as a multidimensional and structural concept that is shaped in
connection with justice, ethics, institutional efficiency, and public participation.

Research Questions
Based on this, the main research questions of the present study are formulated as follows:
A. How can the desirable model of Islamic governance sustainably and multi-
dimensionally ensure domestic and foreign security?
B. How is domestic security theoretically formulated within the framework of desirable
Islamic governance, and what mechanisms are proposed for its sustainable realization?
C. In the Islamic model, what is the relationship between foreign security and domestic
justice, political independence, and popular legitimacy, and how is this relationship
explained in comparison with realist and liberal approaches?

Theoretical foundations of research

In modern This research, aiming to explain the role of desirable Islamic governance in ensuring
domestic and foreign security, has built its theoretical framework on the concept of security as
a structural, multidimensional, and endogenous phenomenon. Drawing on fundamental Islamic
sources (the Holy Quran and Nahj al-Balagha) and the views of Muslim thinkers, this
framework considers security to be the natural outcome of just governance, the health of
political and economic institutions, a structural fight against corruption, the strengthening of
social capital, and active public participation. In this model, domestic security is achieved
through social justice, public trust, economic welfare, and cultural and epistemic security, while
foreign security is defined based on political and economic independence, just deterrence,
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ethics-oriented diplomacy, fidelity to commitments, and a close link between internal cohesion
and foreign policy.

For comparative analysis, the article utilizes contemporary security theories, including
realism (emphasizing military power and the balance of power), liberalism (emphasizing
institutions and international cooperation), constructivism (emphasizing identity and norms),
the Copenhagen School (expanding security to social and economic sectors), and human
security theory (shifting the focus of security from the state to the individual). The comparative
findings indicate that although contemporary theories have, in recent decades, paid attention to
the non-military dimensions of security, the Islamic model has, from the outset, considered
security a human-centered, ethics-oriented, and justice-based concept, safeguarding it from
value relativism and institutional reductionism. Finally, by identifying institutional challenges
in the context of contemporary Iran (such as fragmented decision-making, weak meritocracy,
structural corruption, and limited social participation), the article emphasizes that realizing this
model requires continuous structural reforms and simultaneous attention to economic,
institutional, and political requirements.

Methodology

This research, employing a descriptive-analytical method and utilizing library data, extracts the
components of security from fundamental Islamic sources and the works of Islamic political
and social thinkers. It then compares them with selected theories of security in international
relations and human security. The aim is to provide a comprehensive framework for explaining
and strengthening national security strategies in the Islamic Republic of Iran.

Results

This research presents the desirable Islamic governance model's approach to security as a
structural, multidimensional, and endogenous concept. It argues that security is not primarily a
product of military power or external threats, as traditional theories suggest. Instead, it is
directly shaped by the internal quality of governance itself—specifically institutional justice,
political ethics, and public participation. Drawing from Quranic principles and Nah;j al-Balagha,
sustainable security is achieved when power is free from oppression and corruption, and when
justice and transparency are institutionalized. In this view, security emerges from public trust
and social satisfaction, not from coercive imposition from above. Regarding domestic security,
the model shifts focus from hard power to soft, sustainable mechanisms. Key components for
generating security include social justice, equitable resource distribution, combating corruption,
and strengthening social capital. In this framework, insecurity is understood less as an external
invasion and more as a consequence of domestic governance failures, injustice, and eroding
political legitimacy. For foreign security, the model adopts a balanced and ethical approach that
links deterrence with diplomacy and soft power. It is based on dignified interaction and
repelling oppression, rejecting both hegemony and passivity. A key distinction from realist and
liberal theories is the deep connection between external security and internal cohesion; without
social and ethical backing, defensive capabilities cannot ensure lasting safety. The research also
highlights the deep roots of modern security concepts—Ilike human, multidimensional, and
identity security—within the Islamic intellectual tradition. However, the Islamic model is
distinct for placing security within a monotheistic, justice-centered system, which protects it
from value relativism. In this framework, ethics and justice are the very foundations of security,
not peripheral additions. By emphasizing internal governance reform and political ethics, this
model offers a comprehensive theoretical framework capable of addressing today's complex,
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hybrid threats and transforms security into a key indicator of governance quality. It is presented
not as an idealistic utopia, but as a gradual, adaptable framework for macro-policy. Crucially,
the research concludes that achieving sustainable security through this model is impossible
without addressing economic and institutional realities. Weak economic governance,
international pressures, and sanctions can undermine even the best security strategies.
Examining challenges in contemporary Iran reveals significant obstacles to the model's
practical realization, such as fragmented decision-making, weak meritocracy, structural
corruption, and limited social participation. Therefore, security in the Islamic model is not
merely a theoretical ideal but an ongoing institutional project that demands continuous and
structural reforms.
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