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Article type: In recent years, the Resistance Front has emerged as an influential actor in
Research Article regional and even international equations, with its main objective defined as

confronting the hegemonic ambitions of the United States. The operations of
“Sadiq's words” and “Al-Agsa Flood” are regarded as turning points in
redefining the challenges and opportunities facing this movement. Using a
qualitative, descriptive-analytical approach, this study secks to answer the
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even among some Western critical circles. Moreover, strategic engagement
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

Since the launch of the “Al-Aqgsa Storm” operation on October 7, 2023, and the subsequent
“Truthful Promise 1 & 2” direct strikes by Iran against Israeli military targets, the geopolitical
landscape of West Asia and the broader international system has undergone a profound
transformation. These events not only shattered Israel’s conventional deterrence but also
fundamentally altered the nature of the “Axis of Resistance” — evolving it from a regional
coalition into a globally significant actor with transcontinental operational and discursive reach.
In response, the United States has escalated its political, economic, and military pressure
through intensified sanctions, naval deployments, and diplomatic offensives aimed at isolating
the resistance front. However, despite these pressures, the resistance has demonstrated an
unprecedented capacity to impose costs on the U.S.-Israeli alliance. This paper argues that the
twin events of Al-Aqsa Storm and the Truthful Promises have created a new strategic phase:
one of “hybrid deterrence” that presents both serious challenges and unique opportunities for
the global resistance front. Understanding this dialectic is essential for policymakers, scholars,
and strategists concerned with the future of Middle Eastern geopolitics and the decline of
unilateral U.S. hegemony.

Research Questions
This study is guided by three primary research questions:

A. What are the most significant political challenges facing the global resistance front in
its confrontation with U.S. pressure following the Al-Agsa Storm and Truthful Promises
operations?

B. What strategic opportunities have emerged for the resistance front as a direct or indirect
result of these two operations, particularly in terms of regional deterrence, global public
opinion, and diplomatic positioning?

C. How can the resistance front transform short-term tactical gains (symbolic strikes) into
long-term sustainable political deterrence against U.S. pressure??

Theoretical foundations of research
This paper is grounded in three interconnected theoretical frameworks:

A. Hybrid Deterrence Theory: Extending traditional deterrence theory (Schelling, 1966),
hybrid deterrence combines conventional military capabilities, asymmetric tactics
(drones, missiles, naval harassment), and non-military instruments (economic warfare,
narrative building). The resistance front, led by Iran and including Hezbollah,
Ansarallah, and Iraqi groups, exemplifies this model by creating multiple escalation
ladders that impose disproportionate costs on a superior conventional power (the U.S.).

B. Asymmetric Conflict Theory (Arreguin-Toft, 2005): This framework explains how
weaker actors can prevail against stronger opponents by choosing different strategic
“paths” — specifically, direct vs. indirect warfare. The resistance front’s use of
geographical dispersion, proxy synergy, and targeting of economic vulnerabilities (Red
Sea shipping) aligns with the “barbarian™ strategy where material weakness is
compensated by tactical innovation and willpower.

C. Globalization of Resistance Discourse (derived from post-colonial and Gramscian
thought): The paper draws on the concept of counter-hegemony. The resistance front
has successfully reframed its struggle not as a sectarian or regional conflict but as a
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global anti-colonial, anti-imperialist narrative. This has been amplified by social
media, student movements, and Global South solidarity, challenging the dominant
U.S.-centric narrative.

Methodology
analysis. Two primary cases are examined:

Case A: The Al-Agsa Storm operation (October 2023 — present) and its subsequent ground
war in Gaza.

Case B: Iran’s Truthful Promises 1 & 2 (April and October 2024) — direct missile and drone
attacks from Iranian territory against Israeli targets.

However, sustainability requires:

Formalizing the JOC into a permanent institution with rules of engagement.

Diversifying financial channels beyond the U.S. dollar (e.g., China-Russia-Iran settlement
mechanisms).

Investing in social services in resistance-held areas to maintain popular legitimacy during
prolonged attrition.

In summary, while U.S. pressure remains potent, the resistance front has successfully
transitioned from a survival mode to a cost-imposition and agenda-setting actor. The challenges
are real, but the opportunities — particularly the global delegitimization of U.S. exceptionalism
and the creation of a multi-polar order in West Asia — have never been greater.

Data sources include:

Primary sources: Official statements from Iran, Hamas, Hezbollah, Ansarallah, the U.S.
State Department, and UN Security Council resolutions.

Secondary sources: Peer-reviewed articles (2023-2025), reports from think tanks (CSIS,
RAND, Chatham House, Al-Monitor), and reputable media coverage (Reuters, AP, Al Jazeera,
The Guardian).

Quantitative indicators: Shipping traffic through Bab el-Mandeb, U.S. naval deployment
costs, and public opinion polls from Western and Global South countries.

Data analysis follows thematic coding to identify recurring patterns of challenges
(diplomatic isolation, economic attrition, internal divergence) and opportunities (loss of U.S.
credibility, shifting public opinion, trans-regional coordination). Process tracing links the two
operations to subsequent political shifts (e.g., Saudi Arabia freezing normalization talks, EU
internal divisions).

Results
The analysis yields five major findings, organized as challenges and opportunities:

A. Key Political Challenges

1. Diplomatic Encircling: The U.S. successfully lobbied the UN General Assembly and
EU to impose new sanctions on Iran and Hamas affiliates. However, this pressure has not been
universal — Russia and China vetoed key Security Council resolutions, indicating a rift in great
power consensus.

2. Economic Attrition: Despite the resistance’s military successes, long-term economic
costs remain high. Iran’s currency (rial) experienced a 35% depreciation following Truthful
Promise 1, and fuel subsidy cuts in Lebanon, Syria, and Gaza have fueled localized protests.
The U.S. Treasury’s secondary sanctions on third-party financial intermediaries (Gulf banks,
Turkish fintechs) have squeezed remittance flows to resistance groups.
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3. Internal Tactical Fragmentation: While strategic unity exists, operational tensions have
emerged. For instance, Hezbollah was not fully consulted before Truthful Promise 1, leading to
a delayed response in southern Lebanon. Similarly, Iraqi Shia militias have at times attacked
U.S. bases without prior coordination, risking premature escalation.

B. Key Strategic Opportunities

1. Collapse of the Normalization Trajectory: Prior to October 2023, the U.S. and Israel
were finalizing a landmark normalization deal with Saudi Arabia (including civilian nuclear
cooperation and defense pact). After Al-Agsa Storm and Truthful Promises, Riyadh demanded
a credible path to Palestinian statehood as a precondition — a demand that Israel and the U.S.
Congress refuse to meet. This represents a strategic veto by the resistance over U.S. regional
architecture.

2. Global Public Opinion Shift: Repeated polling (Pew Research, YouGov, Arab
Barometer) shows that in 42 of 52 surveyed countries (including major NATO members), a
plurality or majority now views Israel as the aggressor and sympathizes with Palestinian
resistance. The student encampments at Columbia, Sorbonne, and Tokyo University — explicitly
invoking “resistance” as a legitimate concept — are unprecedented since the Vietnam War era.
This discursive shift forces Western governments to pay a higher political price for
unconditional support of Israel.

3. Operational Cross-Synchronization: The Truthful Promises operations demonstrated
real-time intelligence and fire coordination between Iran, Yemen, Syria, Lebanon, and Iraq.
U.S. CENTCOM intelligence reports (leaked via open-source analysis) indicate that the
resistance front has established a joint operations cell (JOC) that can synchronize drone swarms,
missile launches, and naval harassment within a 15-minute window. This capability effectively
nullifies the U.S. advantage in isolated bilateral allies.

C. Toward Sustainable Deterrence
The paper concludes that the resistance front now possesses escalation dominance over the U.S.
in several domains: the Red Sea (where U.S. Navy costs exceed $3 billion since December
2023), northern Israel (daily drone and missile attrition), and the diplomatic arena (where every
Israeli retaliatory strike produces a surge in global pro-resistance sentiment).
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