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The use of color in literature transcends mere decoration; it conveys deep meanings
that express national identity and pivotal issues. In resistance poetry, color functions
not as aesthetic privilege but as an ideological instrument that articulates the stance
of the conflict and embodies values such as sacrifice, patience, and the anticipation
of victory. This study investigates how color operates in the poetry of Raad Zamil
and Qaisar Amin Por to illuminate the theme of resistance. Its aim is to reveal the
symbolic and expressive meanings of color and to compare the mechanisms
employed in selected poems by Zamil and Amin Por, within the framework of the
Al-Magqaran school of American literature. The research doesnot claim the
supremacy of one influence over the other; rather, it adopts a school-based approach
to analysis. Methodologically, the study adopts descriptive and analytical
approaches to demonstrate that color acts as an active, constructive element within
resistance poetry. Colors carry hidden layers beyond mere visual cues, engaging
intellectual and psychological content. Zamil’s poetry emphasizes colors that mirror
the harsh realities of resistance (blood red and deep black), while Amin Por utilizes
colors to express bearing pain and hope, often in conjunction to symbolize suffering
and revolution.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

Contemporary poets have extensively employed color as one of the most discussed themes in
contemporary poetry, influenced by overarching social and political issues. Sometimes, the
contemporary poet uses color for its sensory beauty to reveal their inner values, and at other
times, they move beyond this stage to focus on the symbolic meanings of colors, even shaping
their ideas in the form of symbols with the help of vivid colors. Colors stimulate a person's
visual perception to depict poetic imagery more effectively and deeply, and sometimes they
serve as a language used to communicate with the audience, as certain words cannot express
the poet's feelings and emotions. Ra'ad Al-Zamil and Qaisar Aminpour are two renowned
contemporary poets who have created unique literary works, drawing the attention of
researchers. The reason for choosing this topic stems, on one hand, from the desire to delve into
the significance of colors in contemporary Arabic and Persian literature, and on the other hand,
from the application of color connotations and suggestions to the literary texts of the
aforementioned poets - since they present a clear chromatic revolution in their poems. The
dense presence of these colors provides rich analytical material for comparing how each poet
uses the same color to convey similar or different messages. This article attempts to study color
in their works comparatively in light of the American school of comparative literature, tracing
the symbolic and expressive connotations of color and comparing the mechanisms of its
employment in selected poems by Ra'ad Al-Zamil and Qaisar Aminpour.

Research Questions
Based The present study seeks to answer the following questions:

A. Which colors are most frequently used in the literature of Ra'ad Al-Zamil and Qaisar
Aminpour?

B. What are the functions of colors in the poetry of these two poets?

C. What are the symbolic and suggestive connotations of colors in the poetry of these two
poets?

Theoretical foundations of research
Semantic and Psychological Dimensions of Color

The symbol is a fundamental literary device defined by ambiguity, indirectness, and a
meaning beyond the literal word. Symbolists assert that “poetry is not a painting but a
manifestation of a mental state; its realm begins when it breaks away from the reality of the real
and continues indefinitely” (Seyyed Hosseini, 1381: 482). The symbolic meanings of colors
derive from the cultural backgrounds and ancient beliefs of different nations, making color a
key to understanding tastes, beliefs, and desires. Psychologically, color preference reflects
individual personality, and psychologists carefully use colors to uncover hidden layers of the
self. Jung encouraged the use of colors in drawing to reveal the deepest parts of the unconscious,
linking the subconscious with consciousness to achieve mental health (San & Dorati, 1376: 58).
Since our perceptions harmonize with colors, color miraculously reflects human mood,
emotion, and physical state; each color carries a specific psychological meaning arising from
its physiological effect.
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Color and Poetic Creativity

Among ancient Arabs, color connotations are deeply rooted. Pre-Islamic poets assigned
specific meanings: white for beauty, purity, and peace; yellow for will, glory, and wealth; red
for happiness and joy; black for destruction, resistance, and violence; green for resurrection,
revival, and renewal, celebrating green grass, reddish eyes, black spears, yellow gold, and
horses combining black and red (see Diab, 1985: 42). The modern poem is filled with color
terms, becoming a painting that requires the reader to decipher its semantic codes. Color is a
psychoperceptual experience based on a physiological foundation, affecting not only visual
discrimination but also mood, feelings, and aesthetic preferences more than any other sensory
dimension (see Saleh, 2006: 5). As Abd al-Aziz al-Magqaleh states, “The warmth of color is like
the warmth of rhythm, like the warmth of meaning; all together create a special energy in the
literary work and establish a new image with changing connotations poured into a new mold”
(Al-Magqaleh, 1985: 67). The poet, like a painter, employs colors as if perceiving their hidden
meanings. Izz al-Din Ismail explains: “The colors and shapes of things are sensory
manifestations that create nervous tension and emotional movement... the poet — like a child —
loves these colors and shapes... poetry grows and flourishes in the embrace of forms and colors,
whether seen or mentally evoked. For the reader, it is a means of evoking them in a special
arrangement; otherwise, they would be something boring” (Ismail, 1973: 129-130). Thus, color
possesses a magical effect in poetry, prompting poets to employ both fixed and changing color
connotations in their artistic canvases.

Methodology

This article aims to uncover the symbolic and expressive connotations of color and to compare
the mechanisms of its employment in selected poems by Ra'ad Al-Zamil and Qaisar Aminpour
in light of the American school of comparative literature.

Results

Colors have a profound impact on the creative process and the formation of people's characters.
The inflamed contemporary person turns to color to restore their lost well-being and vitality. It
becomes evident to us that colors play a significant role in the poetry of these two poets, as they
utilize the material, social, and political properties of colors. These two poets have extensively
used color in their imagery, especially in the domain of resistance.

Ra'ad Al-Zamil used the color green in his poetry as a symbol of hope, resurrection,
renaissance, and vitality. By itself, isolated from its context, the color green does not convey
anything beyond its sensory, literal meaning of "greenness," which indicates the density of
something. However, within its context, it performs an important emotive function that is
indispensable in its delivery. "Green blood" is nothing but a symbol of zeal and struggle for the
Iraqi citizen, used on the tongue of a warrior resisting enemies and chanting war poetry to
inspire the spirit of renaissance, courage, hope of victory, success, and happiness among his
compatriots, and to continue the path of jihad.

Upon examining the poems of Qaisar Aminpour, we can say that the poet, alongside other
literary and imaginative matrices, employs a symbolic system to express his thoughts and
opinions. Within this, the element of color is one of the symbolic elements in the imagination
and depiction of poetry, and it can be carefully extracted from many elements of his poetry.
Through symbolic language, he symbolically expresses colors and ideas such as oppression,
injustice, the resistance of fighters, and their immortality. In Qaisar Aminpour's poems, two
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colors - red and green - are the most frequently used. The color green in his poetry is a symbol
of freshness and vitality, as well as the color of the martyrs' clothing. Red is a symbol of the red
southern sun and a symbol of martyrdom.
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