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Resistance literature is among the most prominent forms of human expression that
engages with political and social tragedies, as it does not merely depict suffering but
contributes to shaping collective consciousness and consolidating struggle values.
Within this framework, the poet plays a pivotal role, as his poem transcends the aesthetic
dimension to transform into a means of intellectual and cultural resistance, expressing
the concerns of the community and contributing to the defense of its existential causes.
Moreover, the acts and mechanisms of resistance vary from one writer to another, given
that resistance is an action not bound by fixed limits, as each person resists using the
expressive tools at their disposal. Proceeding from this, this research, based on the
descriptive - analytical approach, sought to study the features of resistance in the diwan
"The Will of a Palestinian Child" by the contemporary Iraqi poet Murtadha Al-Tamimi,
focusing on the analysis of artistic symbols and poetic images employed to express the
suffering of the Palestinian child within the context of resistance literature. The research
results have shown that Al-Tamimi's resistant poetic discourse is built upon four main
intertwined dimensions: affirming identity through adherence to symbols of life and
cultural and religious heritage, immortalizing martyrdom by depicting the martyr as an
icon of steadfastness, employing critical irony to expose contradictions in prevailing
political and religious discourses, and consolidating hope as a moral driving force toward
liberation. The text also transforms the suffering of the Palestinian child from the
individual sphere into a collective symbol embodying the nation's memory and
resilience, turning the diwan from a mere poetic testimony into a cultural resistance
project that rebuilds identity and shapes a new collective consciousness, affirming the
ability of poetic discourse to be an effective act of resistance within the framework of
comprehensive cultural resistance.

Cite this article: Balavi, R..& et al. (2026). Manifestations of Resistance Literature in the Diwan 'The Will of a Palestinian Child' by the Iraqi Poet
Murtadha Al-Tamimi". Journal of International Studies of Resistance, 1 (2), 21-36. https://doi.org/10.22091/jisr.2026.14619.1012

© The Author(s) retain the copyright.
DOI: 10.22091/5isr.2026.14619.1012

Publisher: University of Qom



mailto:salva.hobolvatani@gmail.com
mailto:salva.hobolvatani@gmail.com
mailto:r.balavi@scu.ac.ir
mailto:sajadsalamat1380@gmail.com
mailto:sadooni.1380@gmail.com
mailto:zeinabalipoorsaeidi@gmail.com
mailto:zynbnysy539@gmail.com
mailto:askroqi@gmail.com
https://doi.org/10.22091/jisr.2026.14619.1012
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-7144-1407
https://orcid.org/0009-0007-1470-1421
https://orcid.org/0009-0008-1153-0126
https://orcid.org/0009-0004-7547-1701
https://orcid.org/0009-0000-4763-5327
https://orcid.org/0009-0000-4763-5327

International Studies of Resistance, Vol 1, Issue 2, 2026 22

EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

Poetry represents a living expression of the reality of societies and their development, as its
themes and styles change with changing historical and social circumstances. Pre - Islamic
poetry, for example, focused on pride and fervor, while Islamic poetry addressed religious
values, then evolved in subsequent eras to reflect new political and social issues. The role of
poetry was not limited to literary aesthetics; it also became a historical and cultural record of
the Arab nation. It is this profound role that previously led the Arabs to call it "the Diwan of
the Arabs" (the register of Arab heritage). Poetry does not merely depict individual emotions
but expresses the concerns of the community and engages with its critical issues. This is what
led some contemporary critics to state that "art has a social function, and the artist, consciously
or unconsciously, expresses the prevailing trends, ideals, aspirations, and hopes of his society
and era. The artist, saturated with the ideas and experiences of his time, may be driven by his
ambition not only to portray reality but also to shape and formulate it" (Mustafa and Ali, 1989:
179). In the modern era, resistance literature has emerged as one of the most important forms
of literary expression, especially in Palestine, where poetry has become linked to the struggle
of the Palestinian people for freedom. Arab poets have played a significant role in documenting
suffering and inspiring resistance, making poetry an effective weapon in the battle against
colonizers. From this standpoint, this research aims to study the features of resistance in the
poetry of the Iraqi poet Murtada Al-Tamimi, by analyzing selected poetic samples from his
diwan titled "A Tear of a Palestinian Child," in an attempt to uncover the most prominent artistic
images and expressive techniques that the poet employed to transform his poetic discourse into
a discourse of resistance.

Research Questions
A. What are the most important manifestations of resistance in the diwan "The Will of a
Palestinian Child" by the poet Murtada Al-Tamimi?
B. What are the most prominent symbols and artistic images used by Al-Tamimi in his
diwan with the aim of producing resistance discourse?

Theoretical foundations of research
The Palestinian Cause

The Palestinian cause is considered the central issue of the Arab world in the contemporary
era, representing the core of the Arab - Israeli conflict and having a direct impact on regional
security and stability. This cause has formed around the historical and political struggle over
the land of Palestine. After World War I, Britain's support for Jewish immigration and the
Balfour Declaration (which promised the establishment of a "national home for the Jewish
people") was a turning point (Bridger, 2012: 33). In 1948, with the declaration of Israel's
establishment, the "Nakba" (catastrophe) occurred, and thousands of Palestinians were
displaced (Tabashi, 2022: 2), followed by ongoing widespread human rights violations against
them. Israeli historian Ilan Pappe has described these events as an example of "ethnic cleansing"
(Pappe, 2007: 17).

Resistance Literature

"Resistance" linguistically means defense and confrontation (Ibn Manzur, 2009: 374).
Terminologically, "resistance literature" is literature that expresses a self aware of its identity
and seeking freedom in the face of an invading other, where the writer seeks not individual
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salvation but the preservation of national values (Najm, 2005: 22). This literature does not stem
from a lust for violence but rather from the human essence of repelling harm and occupation
(Jumaa, 2009: 16). Ghassan Kanafani, in his book Palestinian Literature under Occupation
(1948-1968), states that the resistance shown by writers is no less important than armed
resistance (Kanafani, 1981: 10). Among the main themes of this literature are steadfastness,
sacrifice, martyrdom, attachment to the land, suffering, and so on (Al-Asata, 2008: 9), all of
which are employed in the struggle against the enemy.

Methodology

The study relies on the descriptive - analytical approach in examining the poetic texts, drawing
on previous studies on resistance poetry, with the aim of presenting a comprehensive vision of
the role of poetry in the Palestinian conflict through the example of Murtada Al-Tamimi.

Results
The research found that Murtada Al-Tamimi's diwan, The Will of a Palestinian Child, embodies
poetic resistance discourse through four main axes: adherence to national identity, evocation of
martyrdom, use of irony as a critical tool, and consolidation of hope as a driving force for
perseverance. The analysis revealed that adherence to identity forms the structural foundation
of this discourse, as the poet solidifies symbols of national and cultural belonging and
establishes the features of Palestinian identity against attempts at erasure and distortion. These
symbols emerge through references to daily life and familiar elements that provide Palestinians
with an emotional and conscious connection to their land and history, giving resistance an
existential dimension that transcends politics or military action. The artistic structure of the
diwan is characterized by a poetic language that blends symbolism and intertextuality, relying
on evocative images rooted in religious and historical heritage. The poet successfully merges
deep symbolic language with simple everyday language, lending the poems an affecting
emotional quality that is easy to receive and profound in impact.

The research also showed that the diwan does not merely depict the Palestinian tragedy on
a human level, but seeks to transform individual suffering - especially that of the Palestinian
child - into a collective cause that transcends geography, investing it in building a resistant
collective consciousness. The texts focus on the occupation's deep psychological impact,
particularly the internal alienation, distorted belonging, and existential anxiety it leaves in
children's minds. On the other hand, the poet shows that children are not merely passive victims;
rather, they represent symbols of resilience and the preservation of national memory, carrying
awareness and readiness for sacrifice. From this perspective, the Palestinian child becomes an
active agent in constructing resistance discourse, artistically employed to embody the
contradiction between childhood innocence and the brutality of aggression, which deepens the
sense of injustice and stirs the human conscience toward interaction and solidarity.
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