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The determination of Imam al-Husayn (peace be upon him) and his self-
sacrifice against oppression inspired poets to praise his virtues and courage
They saw him as a symbol of steadfastness and a beacon of hope for seekers
of truth and justice Poets highlighted this historical injustice through various
expressive forms, with binary oppositions serving as a stylistic device rooted
in thought and emotion, encouraging deeper reader engagement Thus, the
poem “Wajh al-Sabah” by Ja‘far al-Hillt was selected for a descriptive-
analytical study, using comprehensive inductive analysis of its verses to
identify opposing binaries and their doctrinal and aesthetic roles This research
addresses a prominent phenomenon in modern literary criticism and the
importance of Hussaini poetry Findings show that binary oppositions strongly
permeate “Wajh al-Sabah”, where the poet condenses meanings and
conflicting emotions The night-morning binary conveys anxiety and
insomnia, depicting intellectual unrest The Ahl al-Bayt-Banu Umayya
opposition subtly reveals the contrast between al-Husayn’s legitimacy and his
enemies’ tyranny The fear-courage binary creates rhetorical images showing
al-Husayn’s firm resolve, culminating in ‘Abbas’s (peace be upon him) battle
scene, contrasting his smiling face with defeated foes The sorrow-pain binary
dramatizes ‘Abbas’s killing, blending al-Husayn’s tears and estrangement
with enemies’ gloating and captivity of tents and women.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

This The Epic of Karbala has inspired countless poets, writers, playwrights, and artists to create
works that immortalize the memory of Imam Hussein's sacrifice and that of his companions.
As one scholar observes, "poets saw in Imam Hussein the unparalleled exemplar of the noble
cause-bearer who knew beforehand that his battle against the forces of falsehood would lead to
his martyrdom and that of his companions, yet that did not prevent him from sacrificing his
pure blood for it, certain that it is this very blood that would secure victory and immortality for
his cause, and that his martyrdom was a triumph for him and for his cause" (Abbas, 1978: 161).
The echoes of justice, martyrdom, and steadfastness against oppression resonate powerfully in
these artistic expressions. Indeed, "the impact of the Tragedy of Taff and the martyrdom of
Imam Hussein (peace be upon him) and his companions, along with what befell the Ahl al-Bayt
(peace be upon them) in terms of persecution, killing, and the violation of their sanctity, is
clearly evident in literary arts. We find the most exquisite elegies recording these events and
this great tragedy. Sayyid Ja'far al-Hilli, a Shi'a poet, gave expression to this monumental
tragedy in his divan, where elegies formed an essential part and a primary theme of his poetry"
(Adhab Hassan, 2018: 191). Ja'far al-Hilli possesses a profound understanding of the emotions
and sentiments surrounding the events of Karbala. Through his elegies, he embodies the pain,
grief, and sorrow felt by the followers of Imam Hussein, and conveys a message of resistance
against oppression and tyranny. Among the phenomena that have emerged in the Husseini epic
are antithetical dualities—the contest between truth and falsehood, religion and worldly
concerns. Hussein (peace be upon him) stood against tyranny and deviation in the Islamic
nation. This resolute Husseini commitment to truth and justice in the face of oppression and
corruption represents a timeless and ever-renewing model in poetry and literature. Thus, the
careful observer of Husseini poetry finds that these antithetical dualities have an active presence
and a profound intellectual and literary reflection, through which the poet articulates his creed
and committed thought. Hence, the antithetical dualities embody the poet's doctrinal framework
and cosmic vision, as they are linked to criticism and analysis. These opposing dualities
represent a deep philosophical perspective that has found its way into criticism and permeated
literature; they are a reflection of the universe's manifestations and an expression of the
fluctuating self and its struggle within this existence. These dualities recur throughout the body
of the text, gaining their effectiveness through their dissolution, which reveals the writer's
psyche and the extent of his influence by the environment—itself a source of contradiction—
truthfully reflecting the narrator's perceptions and stances toward existence. They are ingrained
in the human psyche and intimately connected to it, manifesting beauty, stirring the soul,
moving it, and influencing it. The phenomenon of antithetical dualities has garnered the
attention of critics and researchers in the contemporary era (al-Diyoub, 2017: 18-25). Therefore,
this phenomenon is linked to various disciplines and is distinguished by its philosophical
origins. From this standpoint, a selection of Husseini poetry has been chosen for study based
on this phenomenon, because this poetry simultaneously represents currents of loyalty and
abandonment, gallantry and cowardice, faith and deviation.

Research Questions
From this standpoint, the present research attempts to answer the following questions:
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A. What Which antithetical dualities are present in the poem "Wajh al-Sabah" (The Face
of Morning) by Ja'far al-Hilli?

B. What is the effectiveness of the antithetical dualities and their role in the poem "Wajh
al-Sabah" by Ja'far al-Hilli?

Theoretical foundations of research
Antithetical Dualities: Language and Terminology

Antithetical dualities reflect a fundamental aspect of human perception and language. The
concept of two opposing elements is deeply rooted in many cultures and belief systems. This
binary thinking allows for clear distinctions and classifications, facilitating our understanding
of complex ideas and our ability to communicate about them. From a linguistic perspective,
"dualities" (thuna'iyyat) trace back to the triliteral root "th-n-y"; among its meanings is "the
repetition of a thing twice in succession" (Sharttini, 1374: entry th-n-y). Ibn Manztr mentions
another meaning: "the folding of one part of a thing over another" (Lata: entry th-n-y). Saliba,
in his philosophical dictionary, viewed it from a different angle, stating that "a dual thing is that
which has two parts" (2007, vol. 1: 379). From an artistic standpoint, antithetical dualities are
"a central and active structure whose function reveals the patterns of opposing systems within
discourse, as the poet brings together opposites to create particular conceptions of life and the
universe" (‘Ulaymat, 2004: 229). The aesthetic and semantic function of antithetical dualities
lies in preparing the ground for the recipient to grasp the central structure of the text through
paired linguistic units, while also opening new horizons for the reader's imagination to explore
and to derive multiple readings from the text (Talibi Qarah Qishlaqi and Babazada Aqdam,
1402: 30). It is the very contradiction between these dualities that gives life its depth and
richness; through experiencing both ends of the spectrum, we are able to comprehend the
complexities of existence.

Moreover, dualities assist the recipient in evoking what is absent from meanings, for
speaking of one opposite reminds the reader of its counterpart and brings it to mind. In terms
of impact, dualities express the tensions of reality and the anguish of existence, and the
juxtaposition of opposites affects the recipient's sensibilities. Antithetical dualities are closely
linked to existence, human emotions, and purity of soul. When two opposing states follow one
another or are combined in the same perception, one's feeling of them becomes more complete
and clearer. This holds true not only for sensations, perceptions, and mental images, but also
for all states of feeling—such as pleasure and pain, fatigue and rest—for opposing
psychological states clarify one another, and things are distinguished by their opposites. The
law of contrast is one of the laws of association and opposition (al-Diytib, 2017: 19-20). This
law has taken shape and crystallized in literature in all its aspects and forms.

Methodology

This research adopts the descriptive-analytical approach. The poem "Wajh al-Sabah" (The Face
of Morning) by Sayyid Ja'far al-Hilli was selected as a case study due to its richness in
employing antithetical dualities on both the intellectual and aesthetic levels. In collecting the
scholarly material, the researcher relied on a thorough induction of the poem's verses in order
to inventory all the antithetical dualities contained therein. The researcher then moved on to the
stage of analysis and explication, wherein these dualities were classified according to their
semantic nature, and their employment in constructing poetic imagery and intensifying
conflicting emotions and feelings was analyzed. The analysis also focused on uncovering the
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doctrinal role of these dualities in highlighting the struggle between truth and falsehood, as well
as their aesthetic role in enriching the text and imparting dramatic and impactful dimensions to
the Husseini scenes depicted in the poem.

Results

Antithetical dualities played a prominent role in the poem "Wajh al-Sabah" (The Face of
Morning) by Ja'far al-Hilli, as the poet was able to condense significations, emotions, and
expressions in a compressed manner, along with conflicting feelings. The following antithetical
dualities were powerfully present and cast their shadows over the entire text:

1. The Duality of Night and Morning: This duality came with dense connotations of night,
grief, and sleeplessness, as al-Hilli depicted a restless image in the bed of worries and the
meeting-place of thoughts. The poet excelled in portraying his internal struggles and
psychological disturbances. Through this opening, al-Hilli urges the recipient to discover the
cause of his insomnia and his dark anxieties in the face of morning.

2. The Duality of Ahl al-Bayt and Banu Umayyah: The poet employed the implicit pattern
within this antithetical duality to reveal the stark contradiction between the justice and
truthfulness of Imam Hussein on one hand, and the tyranny and falsehood of his Umayyad
enemies on the other. Hussein is presented as foremost by virtue of his merits and his proximity
to prophethood, while Yazid is relegated to the background because of his distance from Islamic
values and his creed founded on denying Hussein (peace be upon him) water and displacing his
family. Through this employment, al-Hilli sought to defend the Ahl al-Bayt, using dualities to
delineate two opposing stances that help the reader choose the most appropriate position.

3. The Duality of Fear and Bravery: Al-Hilli praised the positions of the companions and
their steadfastness in battle despite their small numbers. In contrast, he depicted the enemies'
wavering will, characterized by fear and hesitation. This antithetical duality drew effective
rhetorical images indicative of resolute determination and firm footing on the part of Hussein
and his companions. The duality of bravery and fear reached its peak in the heroic scene of the
battle of al-Abbas (peace be upon him), where he charges forward with a smiling face that
knows neither fear nor dread, while his enemies are seen with broken resolve and strength,
taking flight and escape as their means of salvation.

4. The Duality of Grief and Pain: Al-Hilli reveals the unbearable pain of the Tragedy of
Tuff through his depiction of the broken child and the one bent with age from intense sorrow,
as well as the raging fire. Moreover, the poet portrays a dramatic scene in the killing of al-
Abbas (peace be upon him), where the tear of Hussein and his loneliness mingle with the
gloating and excess of the enemies. The poet shows that the phase of al-Abbas's existence was
associated with honour, protection, and strength, whereas in the phase of his martyrdom, the
scales turn against Hussein (peace be upon him), leaving him alone with no supporter or helper.
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